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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET

PROJECT

Project name and acronym:
Multidirectional Memory: Remembering for Social Justice
— (MultiMemo)

Participant: Fundacja Urban Memory (UMF)

PIC number: 890263570

EVENT DESCRIPTION

Event number: WP 11

Event name: "Give the right word to things - Objects in the post-Yalta perspective"

Type: Series of events

In situ/online: in-situ

Location: Poland, Wrocław

Date(s): 12.06.2024, 13-14.06.2024, 21.10.2024

Website(s) (if any):
https://multimemo.difficultheritage.eu/en/blog/event/conf-things/

https://multimemo.difficultheritage.eu/blog/event/konf-rzeczy/

Participants

Female: 62

Male: 40

Non-binary: 1

From country 1 (Poland): 102

From country 2 (Germany): 1

Total number of participants: 103 From total number of countries: 2

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

This Work Package was centered around an academic conference that was organized in Wrocław in June 2024,
but its goals stretched beyond just this one event and took the format of a series of meetings with researchers,
students and larger general public.

The main event, a 2-day conference "Give the right word to things - Objects in the post-Yalta perspective" was
devoted to issues related to the lives of subsequent generations on lands annexed to Poland as a result of the
decisions of the Yalta and Potsdam conferences, Jewish objects deprived of heirs, or remnants of other regional
and ethnic cultures present within the borders of present-day Poland. Academic and independent researchers
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from all over Poland, Germany, USA, Australia and Canada took part in the conference. The organizers received
a total of 21 abstracts in the open call for proposals and all of them were selected for the program.

Among the applicants were representatives of such fields of science as sociology, literary studies, cultural
studies, history, art history, and museology. However, the conference was also open to practitioners in the field
of memory work. The conference allowed researchers and practitioners to exchange knowledge, approaches,
and perspectives and discuss challenges they face in their domains. In the series of events UMF was
contributing with the overview of work around digitalization and 3D scanning of the objects of the “Putting
Things Back” exhibition.

The conference and its accompanying events fit into the UMF focus on work with difficult heritage, be it
objects, places, or history and was one of many such activities organized in 2024. It also further consolidates
cooperation between UMF as a non-governmental organization and academic institutions, in this case the
Institute of Sociology of the University of Wrocław, Polish Studies Memory Group and Wrocław Branch of the
Polish Sociological Association. Moreover, another NGO of Wrocław, OP ENHEIM Foundation joined the efforts
as a co-organizer and hosted the conference.

The series of events included:

● 12.06.2024 - a pre-conference program: curatorial guided tour of the “Rzeczy Przysposobione”
exhibition organized at the Ethnographic Museum in Wrocław.

● 13.06.2024 - 1st day of the conference at OP ENHEIM. The first day of the conference was opened by
a keynote lecture by Prof. Renata Tańczuk entitled “Wandering things. A few remarks on cross-border
things”, followed by a presentation of papers and Q&A.
In the evening we held a plenary discussion at the “Reception” Club-Café open to the general public.
The panel discussion, moderated by Dr. Kamilla Biskupska included co-curators of the “Rzeczy
Przysposobione” exhibition, Dr. Anna Kurpiel and Dr. Katarzyna Maniak together with the
co-organizers of the “Putting Things Back” exhibition, Dr. Aleksandra Janus, and Mgr Agnieszka
Jabłońska. For those unable to participate in the event in person, an online streaming was prepared,
available on the UMF Facebook page thanks to cooperation with the Wrocław Branch of the Polish
Sociological Association.

● 14.06.2024 - 2nd day of the conference. The second day of the conference was opened by a keynote
lecture by Dr. Katarzyna Kwapisz-Williams entitled “New Australians and their long journeys into
(non)memory”. Then, the presentation of papers continued together with Q&A, final discussion and
conclusion.

● 21.10.2024 - Lecture with Q&A by Agnieszka Jabłońska of UMF and Dr. Kamilla Biskupska for students
at the Sociology Institute of the University of Wrocław. During the meeting we presented the aspects
of work of our NGO with difficult heritage, especially with testimonies and personal and families’
narratives collected around objects presented at the exhibition “Putting Things Back”, the application
of digital humanities and the use of the latest technological solutions in work with artefacts and
memory (3D scanning of objects from the exhibit).

The organizers received very positive feedback and congratulations from participants, the high quality of the
presentations, interdisciplinary approach and the diversity of topics were emphasized. During the conference,
contacts were exchanged, which in the future may result in further joint research.

websites:

UMF website: link; UMF post on Facebook: link, link, link, link; UMF events on Facebook: link, link, link;
OP ENHEIM post on Facebook: link; Institute of Sociology website: link; Streaming of the public session: link

HISTORY OF CHANGES

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE

1.0 01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF).

2.0 21.05.2024 Change from online to in-situ event, 2,5-day conference

1.10.2024 Change of the WP name from "Research and workshops around the
digital archive 2" to "Give the right word to things - Objects in the
post-Yalta perspective".
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https://urbanmemoryfoundation.org/konferencja-rzeczy/
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid02PHgHisoG1yaJCAUxHyLh7mT7UhLCwkJ6TaHUHtUHPsJ3dhVj4gnSqG5ribLoRXFvl
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid036HBXNxNtd247pULqU7mrWn4u8zS4bfneDbp2omVGesWaNovBHM2W7t9pmrtG9eKpl
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid023sPrHzrdagc91K8tCdk4g9PYd4LBQa91vwMTcEr7fhdXHwBbqtpLtAr9zCKyDtUrl
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid02Mr2JVdfttKzmgPULNg63EqpkwReAxvRGjoS555eWzkoLGVbifeAXhi62iVsBbqPHl
https://www.facebook.com/events/1251753512456291/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1500014884058020/
https://www.facebook.com/events/860714396076072/
https://www.facebook.com/openheim/posts/pfbid0xk1qUu5DnxnLUg8Jpe4wRgwfUTU6WZgopxejq5XE5h2BBCD9BAua4ZWa7Nk7pvrWl
https://socjologia.uwr.edu.pl/wydarzenia/odpowiednie-dac-rzeczy-slowo-przedmioty-w-perspektywie-pojaltanskiej-wroclaw-13-i-14-czerwca-2024/
https://www.facebook.com/events/6828410313928144/

